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Town of Little Compton 

Draft Amendments to the Town Code 

Related to Plastic Bags, Balloons, and Plastic Straws 
 

(proposed new language underlined) 

 

CHAPTER IX ENVIRONMENT, BEACHES, HARBORS, AND RECREATIONAL 

AREAS 

 

9-5. Plastic Bags 

 

9-5.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the wildlife and coastal ecosystems of Little Compton, the 

enjoyment of nature, and the health, safety, and welfare of the Town’s residents and visitors by encouraging 

the use of reusable carryout bags, banning the use of single use plastic carryout bags for retail checkout of 

goods, and reducing the number of single use carryout bags that enter our environment. 

 

9-5.2. Definitions. 

a. Carryout Bag.  A bag used by the customer at the point of sale for the purpose of removing 

products purchased from retail establishment. "Carryout bag" does not include plastic barrier bags, 

double-opening plastic bags, or plastic bags measuring larger than 28 inches by 36 inches. 

b. Double-Opening Plastic Bag.  Any thin plastic bag with a double opening (top and bottom) to 

protect clothing or other items for transport. 

c. Paper Bag. A paper bag that is fully recyclable overall and contains a minimum of 40% post-

consumer recycled content and contains no old growth fiber. 

d. Plastic Bag.  A bag where any portion of the bag is made of plastic, including but not limited to 

those called "biodegradable, "compostable" or "oxo-biodegradable." 

e. Plastic Barrier Bag.  Any thin plastic bag with a single opening used to: (1) Transport fruit, 

vegetables, nuts, grains, small hardware items, or other items selected by customers to the point of 

sale; (2) Contain or wrap fresh or frozen foods, meat, or fish, whether prepackaged or not; (3) 

Contain or wrap flowers, potted plants, or other items where damage to a good or contamination 

of other goods placed together in the same bag may be a problem; or (4) Contain, newspapers, 

unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods. 

f. Recyclable Plastic.  Plastic that meets the current Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation's 

standards. 

g. Business Establishment.  Any commercial enterprise, including sole proprietorship, joint ventures, 

partnerships, corporations, or any other legal entity, and includes all employees of the business and 

any independent contractors associated with the business.  For the purposes of this ordinance, 

business establishment shall also include farmers markets.  Business establishment does not 

include sales of goods at yard sales, tag sales, or other sales by residents at their homes. 
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h. Reusable Carryout Bag.  A bag that is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple reuse. 

The bag must be made of washable cloth, other durable woven or nonwoven fabric, or 

durable plastic film that is recyclable plastic with a minimum thickness of four mils. 

 

9-5.3. Regulations. 

a. No business establishment shall make available any plastic carryout bags, either complimentary 

or for a fee, for any sales transaction or other use to members of the public.  

b. Nothing in this section shall preclude business establishments from making reusable bags or 

paper bags available to customers, by sale or otherwise. 

9-5.4. Violations; Penalty. 

Refer to Sec.1-5 Penalty. 

 

9-5.5. Implementation. 

This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2020.   

 

9.6. Balloons. 

 

9-6.1. Purpose.  

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the wildlife and coastal ecosystems of Little Compton, the 

enjoyment of nature, and the health, safety, and welfare of Little Compton’s residents and visitors by  

regulating balloons as it has been determined that balloons contribute to plastic pollution in the ocean and 

pose a risk and nuisance to the environment, particularly to wildlife and marine animals. 

 

9-6.2. Definitions. 

a. Balloon. A flexible nonporous bag made from materials such as rubber, latex, polychloroprene or 

nylon fabric that can be inflated or filled with gas, such as helium, hydrogen, nitrous oxide, oxygen, 

air or water and then sealed at the neck, usually used as a toy or decoration. 

 

9-6.3. Regulations.  

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, use or distribute any type of balloon filled with a lifting 

gas such as helium, hydrogen, nitrous oxide. 

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and intentionally release, organize the release of, 

or intentionally cause to be released into the atmosphere of Little Compton any balloon.   

 

9-6.4. Violations; Penalty. 

Refer to Sec.1-5 Penalty. 

 

9-6.5. Implementation. 

This ordinance shall take effect on July 1, 2020.   
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9-7. Plastic Straws. 

 

9-7.1. Purpose.  

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the wildlife and coastal ecosystems of Little Compton, 

the enjoyment of nature, and the health, safety, and welfare of Little Compton’s residents and 

visitors by prohibiting the distribution of plastic beverage straws as it has been determined that 

plastic beverage straws contribute to plastic pollution in the ocean and pose a risk and nuisance to 

the environment, particularly to wildlife and marine animals. 

 

9-7.2. Definitions. 

a. Plastic beverage straw. A tube made predominately of plastic derived from either 

petroleum or a biologically based polymer, such as corn or other plant sources, for 

transferring a beverage from its container to the mouth of the drinker. “Plastic Beverage 

Straw” includes compostable and biodegradable petroleum or biologically based polymer 

straws, but does not include straws that are made from non-plastic material, such as 

paper, straw, sugar cane, bamboo, etc. 

 

9-7.3. Regulations.  

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or distribute plastic beverage straws. 

 

9-7.4 Exemptions. 

(a) Use of plastic beverage straws on private property used as a residence. 

(a) Beverages prepared and packaged outside the Town of Little Compton, provided such 

beverage is not altered or repackaged within the Town of Little Compton. 

 

9-6.5. Violations; Penalty. 

Refer to Sec.1-5 Penalty. 

 

9-6.6. Implementation. 

This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2020.   

 

 


